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Date:  August 4, 2006          

       

 

Potential Closures of South Highway 89A 

 

Flagstaff, AZ – The National Weather Service is forecasting the possibility of heavy rains in the 

Sedona/Oak Creek Canyon areas throughout the weekend.  A significant amount of rainfall in a 

short period of time may occur on the western slope of Oak Creek Canyon. 

 

As a result of the Brins Wildfire the vegetation on the western slope of Oak Creek Canyon in the 

Indian Gardens area was significantly compromised.  The soil on the slope has lost a large 

percentage of its stabilizing structure.  The area is vulnerable to mud and rock slides during or 

immediately following significant precipitation events.  It is believed that the slope in the Indian 

Gardens area is now “primed” for significant mud and rock slides in the event of heavy 

precipitation. 

 

The Coconino County Sheriff’s Office is partnering with the Arizona Department of Public 

Safety, the Arizona Department of Transportation, the Sedona Police Department and the 

National Weather service to diligently monitor existing and future atmospheric conditions and 

the effect they may have on motoring safety in the Oak Creek Canyon area.   

 

In the event a Flash Flood Warning for Oak Creek Canyon is issued the collaborating public 

safety agencies will make a decision regarding the closure of South Highway 89A.  If a partial 

closure becomes necessary South 89A will be closed on the north side, at Slide Rock State Park 

(MP381) and on the south side at Red Rock Lodge (MP375).   Depending on the extent of the 

storm South Highway 89A could be closed as far north as the entrance to Forest Highlands.   

Electronic closure signs will be positioned in designated areas to alert approaching motorists.  

The closure will remain in effect during the weather event and until officials can determine that 

the roadway is safe.  Following a severe storm, the affected area will be surveyed and the 

roadway will be repaired as quickly as possible to mitigate the length of the closure.  For 

additional information contact the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office at (928) 774-4523. 
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